Marvin’s Ministry Update
October – December 2016
North America Regional Conference – October 28-29, 2016
We were very blessed as over 65
people gathered from 37 different churches and ministries for
the first ML NA Regional Conference. The theme was “Training
for Mentors and Trainers.” Experienced presenters included
Stacy Rinehart (USA), Herman
Moldez (Philippines), and Steve
Adams and Bill Fietje (Canada).
The
conference
provided
instruction in developing mentoring skills, especially using ML
transformational values and
tools. Check out the news section on our website for more information and pictures (mentorlink.org/canada).
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Group Discussion

Ministry in Ethiopia
Tim Jacobson returned to Ethiopia in mid-November to continue the
ML training with Ato Kursie and 12 of his 15 zonal leaders. He was
assisted by Wondimu (TheologicaI Education Coordinator for the
EKHC denomination) and Alemayehu (ML Ethiopia) in training them
how to use The Leader’s Covenant. The zonal leaders shared
one-page written reports concerning their personal reflections on the
five value shifts and a two-page reflection on the impact on minimizing
conflict. This was another step in Kursie’s doctoral research project.

Alemayehu Facilitating

Tim also heard reports about their implementation of the previous training. Here are some of Tim’s
notes from the report by Theophilos from Arba Minich (South West Zone).
I was sharing about the PIO training with everyone I met. I used it with the zonal office staff and also with
16 of the districts in my zone…I selected two mentees and we meet monthly…Ten of our staff have
agreed to mentor others…Since the training, things have really been changing in my life. One change
is that I am focusing on a few people rather than on the crowds.

Leader's Covenant -- Group Training November 2016

Studying The Leader's Covenant

Mentoring Relationships
I continue to meet with men on a regular basis, seeking to “develop leaders to lead like Jesus.” With his
permission, here is what Jeff Friesen, the Director of Camp Iawah, wrote:
I am amazed at how timely some of our conversations have been…right before or after some pretty
significant events or decisions. Your questions, godly advice, and direction have inspired me to be a
better husband, father, and leader. Your attention and prayers have really been a gift to me personally –
and I believe have furthered the work of God’s Kingdom in this region. Thank you for your passion for
Jesus-centred leadership.

Ministry Opportunities (Prayer and Praise)
a. Praise for the generous financial support for ML Canada during 2016.
b. Praise for accomplishing our first Days With Jesus project in the Dari language of South Sudan, Africa.
c. Pray for church ministries: Evangel Community, Kitchener (January 22); Wilmar Heights Baptist Church,
Toronto (February 18); Wallenstein Bible Chapel (February 19).
d. Pray for several ongoing church consultations about leadership, governance, and vision.
e. Pray for upcoming PIO seminars: Forward Church, Cambridge (February – March); Benton St.
Baptist, Kitchener (April – May); Indonesian CCC, Toronto (TBA). Call each church for more information.
Thank you for your faithful, focused prayer support for this strategic ministry.

“You (Timothy) have heard me (Paul) teach many things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses.
Teach these great truths to trustworthy people who are able to pass them on to others.” (2 Timothy 2:2)

