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WARM GREETINGS IN THE NAME
OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST!

Welcome to LEADERS ABIDE IN JESUS. This module is one of 7 modules that make
up the MentorLink Institute. This project is designed to serve leaders around the world
as they seek to lead more like Jesus with the people they serve and to build other
leaders who will do the same.

We trust this will be a life-changing experience as you grow to be more like Jesus in the
way you serve. It is part of a process to take you and the others in your Mentor Group
into the heart of what Jesus wants from those who lead in His Kingdom.

This is the resource module for both Mentor group and Mentors to use as a guide for
the Mentor Group experience. As you prepare for each session, you will glean new
understanding of what it means to abide in Jesus. Then as you discuss the session, the
Spirit will have opportunity to shape you more into the image of Jesus in the way you
abide, lead, and how you treat people. You will be challenged by what others in your
Mentor Group are seeing and learning from the Spirit as well.

Our heart is that you will grow to lead more like Him and to develop others who will do
the same.

Dr. Stacy Rinehart for the MentorLink Institute

&

MentorLink

CONTACT INFORMATION:
MentorLink International
P.O.Box 80506 e Raleigh, NC 27623 » USA
Ph: +919-841-5806
e-mail: info@mentorlink.org ¢ web: www.mentorlink.org
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INTRODUCTION

This module, LEADERS ABIDE IN JESUS, is for use in the MentorLink Institute

This module is one of 7 modules available in the MentorLink Institute. There is no intended order in
these except we highly recommend starting with either Leaders Follow Jesus or Lead in Light of
Eternity. This series of modules builds leaders who conform to Jesus in heart, character, and ministry
leadership through the mentoring process and equips them to develop other leaders who do the same.

Who Is This Module For?

This module is for those who are serious about living and leading according to the principles of
Kingdom leadership given by Jesus and applied in the early Church. The MentorLink Institute is for men
and women who are marketplace leaders, ministry organizational leaders, church leaders, Bible study
leaders, house church leaders and anyone who wants to learn how to mentor others for Kingdom work
and leadership.

What Are The Benefits?

Jesus said that many leadership practices are common and acceptable —the world’s way of doing
business and getting things done... “but it shall not be so among you” (Mark 10:42-45). Leadership in
His kingdom is vastly different. It is a distinctive way of viewing yourself as a leader and how you impact
and invest in others for His sake.

Here are some of the goals and benefits of participating in the Leaders Abide in Jesus module:

1. You will grow in your sensitivity and discernment for the motivation, attitudes and practices
that have eternal value and that bear lasting fruit in Christ’s kingdom.

2. With the Holy Spirit as your ultimate guide, you will personally develop in Christ-centered
leadership as you examine at how Jesus lead, interacting with a facilitating mentor and the
members of your mentor group.

3. You will receive help in investing in others in practical ways so that they may lead like Jesus.

What Is Recommended?

It is recommended that mentor group participate in a mentor group of 3-6 developing leaders
facilitated by a mentor who will guide the process. This is not a Bible study — as such, it is not a body of
material or content to be mastered. It is an experiential process that works best in the context of a
group.
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Mentor Group Meetings:
1. We recommend that the Mentor Group meet for weekly sessions for consecutive weeks.

2. Werecommend that each session last for at least 1% hours.

Two guidelines:

1. Itis expected that each participant complete the preparation prior to the actual Mentor Group
session.

2. If someone misses the Mentor Group twice, we recommend that they drop out for the rest of
that module.

Distance Mentor Groups:
1. Theideal Mentor Group meets face-to-face.

2. However, for security, financial or logistical reasons, Mentor Group members may not be able
to meet face-to-face. In our orientation material, we provide suggestions for distance
mentoring, such as using potentially free services like Skype.

What Is Our Vision for Each Mentor Group Member?

This module and the entire MentorLink series is designed to help us grow as Christ-centered leaders
and treat others in a way that honors His work in their lives, builds them up in grace, and releases them
to follow Him. This module will also provide a practical way, through the Mentor Group process, for a
mentee to “Pass It On” to others. This will happen quickly for some. Others will grow to mentor others
to “Pass It On” at a slower pace.

WHAT DOES IT COsT?

We do not charge for the materials. Your mentor will not charge for his or her time. But there are real
costs. Dying to self to grow in Christ is costly. Your time is costly. Some will choose to be part of a
“Distance Mentor Group”. Many in the Distance Mentor Group will have Skype or another free
telephone service. But some in Distance Mentor Groups will not have Skype or even reliable internet
service. Your mentor may have to call you on your cell phone to connect.

Perhaps you will have a face-to-face mentor group. Great. This is the ideal. Still there may be costs in
traveling to a location where your group can meet—perhaps on the other side of the city or a
neighboring town.

How Should These Modules Be Used?

Jesus modeled developing leaders in the context of what we call a mentoring group. Each module is
designed to be used in the context of a Mentor Group. As you process what God is doing in your heart
through this module and hear what He is doing with others in your group, you will be encouraged,
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supported, and challenged to become a Christ-centered leader. This module does not reflect content to
be mastered intellectually, but rather embraced in your heart, life, and leadership. The goal is to change
hearts in leaders becoming more like Jesus.

How Do | Get Started?

If you received this as material from someone, please register on the MentorLink web site. This will
allow us the opportunity to better serve you with resources to help you find a mentor group and
connect you to a mentor. Also we will forward additional mentoring resources to you via e-mail.
Register at www.MentorLink.org. Visit Resources, then MentorLink Institute.

What Is The Role Of The Facilitating Mentor?

The mentor is neither an expert nor a teacher. He or she is merely a facilitator of the Mentor Group
process. The mentor will have a discussion guide that allows freedom in directing the group’s
discussion. Both mentor and mentor group will learn and grow together.
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Overview: Leaders Abide in Jesus

In This Module You And Your Mentor Group Will ...

1. Explore the necessity of a leader abiding in Christ.
2. Examine the nature of abiding.

3. Encourage the nurture of an abiding lifestyle.

Responsibilities . . .

1. Complete assignments for sessions before you meet together.
2. Meet with your Mentor Group weekly.

3. Pray for each other daily.

SESSIONS . ..

1. Whatis “Abiding?”

2. Why Abide in Christ?
3. Exploring the Abiding Relationship, Part 1
4. Exploring the Abiding Relationship, Part 2
5. Exploring the Abiding Relationship, Part 3
6. A Lifetime of Abiding
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Session Goals

1. Whatis "Abiding?”

This session will introduce you to the concept of “Abiding in Christ,” in the context of each person’s
personal experience.

2. Why Abide in Christ?

In this session you and your mentor group will examine why maintaining an “abiding” relationship
with Jesus is essential for all Christians, and especially for Christian leaders.

3. Exploring the Abiding Relationship, Part 1

In this session you and your mentor group will explore aspects of Jesus’ character, as expressed in
prophecy and worked out in Christ’s life here on earth. In the process each will develop a clearer
picture of the life of abiding to which we are called.

4. Exploring the Abiding Relationship, Part 2

In this session you and your mentor group will continue to explore aspects of Jesus’ character, as
expressed in prophecy and worked out in Christ’s life here on earth. In the process each will develop
a clearer picture of the life of abiding to which we are called.

5. Exploring the Abiding Relationship, Part 3

In this session your goal is to face the fact that Living in intimate relationship with God has a cost as
well as great reward. Abiding . . . being so responsive to Christ that we express who he is in the
world . . . isn't a path to take if our goal is to advance ourselves or to gain position or fame.

6. A Life of Abiding

In this session your goal is to sum up what you have been learning together, and to make a shared
commitment to abide in Jesus whatever the cost.

©2017 MentorLink International. Leaders Abide in Jesus Mentee Module. Version 1.6. All Rights Reserved. 6



Preparation for Session 1

What is "Abiding"?

SESSION GOAL

This session will introduce you to the concept of “Abiding in Christ,” in
the context of each person’s personal experience.

1 Before you go further, recall a time in your life when you were “off track” spiritually. What
was the situation? How did you feel then?

Note: The KJV and NKJV versions translate the Greek meno as "“abide,” while contemporary versions such as
the NIV tend to render it “live” or “remain.” In this module "abide” will be used wherever the Greek indicates.

2 Look at 1 John 2:15-17 [below]. Were any of the things John mentions involved in your
experience? If so, what? If not, what do you think caused your “off track” experience?

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his
eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the
world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives
forever. —1John 2:15-17 (NIV)

©2017 MentorLink International. Leaders Abide in Jesus Mentee Module. Version 1.6. All Rights Reserved. 7



3 1 John 2:6 says, “Whoever claims to abide in him must also walk as Jesus walked.”
What implication does this have for developing our understanding of abiding?

Based on 1 John 2:6 (above), which of the following statements do you assume are true?
_____ Abiding describes a relationship between a human being and God.

Abiding is essentially a mystical, or “inner” experience.

Abiding is independent of the believer’s daily life.

Abiding can be an off again, on again thing.

Abiding is living in the same relationship with Jesus that Jesus lived with the
Father.

4 Write a preliminary definition of “abiding” here, including elements that you believe
are important if a Christian is to stay “on track” in his or her life.

5 Study the following quote from John 17, a passage that has been called Jesus’ “high
priestly” prayer.

"My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in you. May
they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. | have given them
the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: | in them and you in me.
May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me.”
—John 17:20-23 [italics mine]
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What do the italicized words of Jesus suggest to you about abiding?

6 In A Practical Theology of Spirituality [Zondervan, 1987], Lawrence O. Richards
comments on John 17:20-23 (above).

But how is this life possible? Jesus was able to live as he did because he was in fact one with
the Father. In his prayer to God he said, “You are in me and | am in you”
(John 17:21).

Christ’'s complete union with God was the secret of his spirituality. Now we see that Christ
seeks experience of a similar union for you and me! Jesus prays, asking “that they may be one

as we are one: | in them and you in me"” (vv.22-23).

The heart of abiding in Christ is to experience union with God as we live our human life in the
world.

What is the significance of this interpretation, and particularly of the last sentence?

7 Here is what Jesus said about His relationship with God the Father.
Jesus gave them this answer: "l tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can

do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does (John 5:19—20).
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For | have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me
(John 6:38).

So Jesus said, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that | am the one |
claim to be and that | do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me.
The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for | always do what pleases him"
(John 8:28,29).

Then Jesus cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, butin the
one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me" (John 12:44,45).

Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after | have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?
Don't you believe that | am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words | say to you
are not just my own. Rather, itis the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me
when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me" (John 14:9-11).

In one sentence, summarize the secret of Christ’s abiding in the Father during his life on earth?

Select one of the quotes above to memorize
before your next session.
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Preparation for Session 2
Why Abide in Christ?

SESSION GOAL

In this session you and your mentor group will examine why
maintaining an “abiding” relationship with Jesus is essential for all
Christians, and especially for Christian leaders.

1 Jesus’ central teaching on abiding in Him is found in John 15. Read this extended
passage carefully. Then underline phrases that state what is necessary if we are to abide in
Christ.

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even
more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word | have spoken to you. 4Abide
in me, and | will abide in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must abide in the vine.
Neither can you bear fruit unless you abide in me.

5"I'am the vine; you are the branches. If a man abides in me and I in him, he will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me, he is like
a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the
fire and burned. 7If you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be given you. 8This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.

9”As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now abide in my love. 10If you
obey my commands, you will abide in my love, just as | have obeyed my Father's
commands and abide in his love. 11| have told you this so that my joy may be in you and
that your joy may be complete.”
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2 Look over the phrases you underlined. Draw a word picture showing what abiding in
Christ feels like.

3 How does abiding relate to personal difficulties and suffering? What insight into “pruning”
does Jesus’ own life provide? What insight is given in 1 Peter 4:12-19 [below]?

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something

strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so
that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of
Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it should not
be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you
suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. For it is time
for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be
for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”

So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their
faithful Creator and continue to do good. —1 Peter 4:12-19 (NIV)

Review what Jesus said about his own relationship with the Father. How does this
4 compare with what he tells us in John 15?

Jesus gave them this answer: "l tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can
do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does (John 5:19—20).

For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me
(John 6:38)."

So Jesus said, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that | am the one
| claim to be and that | do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me.
The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for | always do what pleases him"
(John 8:28,29).
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Then Jesus cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the
one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me (John 12:44,45).

Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after | have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'?
Don't you believe that | am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words | say to you
are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me
when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me” (John 14:9-11).

Complete the following so that it captures the teaching of the above verses and of John 15;:

As Jesus

Read through John 15:1-11 again. This time underline phrases that describe the results
of abiding in Christ.

*l am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word | have spoken to you. 4Abide in me,
and | will abide in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must abide in the vine. Neither
can you bear fruit unless you abide in me.

5"I'am the vine; you are the branches. If a man abides in me and | in him, he will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me, he is like
a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the
fire and burned. 7If you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be given you. 8This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.

9"As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now abide in my love. 10If you obey
my commands, you will abide in my love, just as | have obeyed my Father's commands and
abide in his love. 11| have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may
be complete.
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6 List benefits of abiding in Christ as seen in this passage.

1.

The focus in John 15 is fruitfulness. Both the Old and the New Testaments’ emphasize
7 God'’s desire that his people produce “fruit.” Check out the quotes from Isaiah 5 and Galatians 5.

1| will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard:
My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.

2He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines.
He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well.
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.

7The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah are the garden of his delight.
And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed;
for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.
—lsaiah 5:1-2,7

19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;
20idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,

dissensions, factions 21and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you, as | did
before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24Those
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.

25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. —Galatians 5:19-25
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Jot down a definition of “fruit” that will fit both passages equally well.

8 The passages we've looked at are central to our understanding and experiencing an
abiding relationship with Jesus. Look back over the material, and complete each statement so
it summarizes a key point.

1. If we are to abide in Christ we

2. If we do abide in Christ

3. The primary evidence of abiding in Christ is
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Preparation for Session 3

Exploring the Abiding
Relationship, Part 1

SESSION GOAL

In this session you and your mentor group will explore aspects of Jesus'
character, as expressed in prophecy and worked out in Christ’s life here
on earth. In the process each will develop a clearer picture of the life of
abiding to which we are called.

1 The prophet Isaiah gives us several pictures of the coming Messiah. Look at the passage
below, which Jesus applied to himself (Luke 4:18f).

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,

because the LORD has anointed me

to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim freedom for the captives

and release from darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor

and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn,

and provide for those who grieve in Zion--
to bestow on them a crown of beauty

instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness

instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise

instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,

a planting of the LORD

for the display of his splendor

—Isaiah 61:1-3

What is the dominant impression of the Messiah this passage provides?
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2 What in this passage suggests God's nature and character? Write down five words you
might choose to describe him as his heart is revealed in this Isaiah passage.

3 From your knowledge of the Gospels select a situation in which Jesus seems to you to
have communicated the character of God as expressed in Isaiah 61. Be prepared to describe the
incident and share why you selected it as an expression of God's character.

How would you have feltif you had been the one receiving from Jesus? If you had been a
witness to what Jesus did?

Describe a situation in which your actions communicated something of the character of God
as revealed in Isaiah 61.
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The New Testament says, “your attitude should be the same as that of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 2:5). To what extent do you agree or disagree with the statement below:

"The central issue in abiding in Christ is to come to know him
intimately, and to be shaped by his attitudes and values.”
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Preparation for Session 4

Exploring the Abiding
Relationship, Part 2

SESSION GOAL

In this session you and your mentor group will explore aspects of
Jesus' character, as expressed in prophecy and worked out in Christ's
life here on earth. In the process each will develop a clearer picture of
the life of abiding to which we are called.

1 The prophet Isaiah provides another prophetic picture that reveals the heart and soul of Jesus,

and thus the nature and character of our God. Read the following.

“Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen one in whom | delight;
I will put my Spirit on him
and he will bring justice to the nations.
He will not shout or cry out,
or raise his voice in the streets.
A bruised reed he will not break,
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
he will not falter or be discouraged
till he establishes justice on earth.
In his law the islands will put their hope."
—lsaiah 42:1-4

What is the dominant impression of the Messiah this passage provides?
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2 The image of a “bruised reed” and of “smoking flax” are important in this passage.
Read the following explanation.

In the ancient world shepherd boys would fashion simple flutes by cutting
a reed shoot from a tree. They would tap, tap, tap the shoot to loosen the
bark, and then slide it off the wood core. But they would have to tap
carefully. If the bark was bruised, it was worthless for their purpose, fit
only to be broken and tossed away.

Bits of flax were used in olive oil lamps as wicks. But after a time the flax
would become charred, and begin to smolder. It too was then useless, to
be snuffed out and discarded and replaced by a new flaxen wick.

But to God, humans we regard as bruised reeds and smoking flax are
never worthless, never to be simply discarded or merely snuffed out.
However unresponsive God will never be discouraged, never resting until
he establishes his justice and stands revealed as humankind’s hope.

3 What does this passage suggest about God's nature and character? Write down five words
you might choose to his heart as it is revealed in this Isaiah passage.

4 From your knowledge of the Gospels select a situation in which Jesus seems to you to
have communicated the character of God as expressed in Isaiah 42. Be prepared to describe the
incident and share why you selected it as an expression of God's character.
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Describe a situation in which your actions communicated something of the character of God
as revealed in Isaiah 42.

What do you thinkis the single most significant reason why it’s difficult for us to express
God'’s nature and character in our relationships with others?
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Preparation for Session 5
Exploring Abiding, #3

SESSION GOAL

In this session your goal is to face the fact that Living in intimate
relationship with God has a cost as well as great reward. Abiding . . .
being so responsive to Christ that we express who he is in the world . ..
isn't a path to take if our goal is to advance ourselves or to gain position
or fame.

1 The Prophet Isaiah gives us this portrait of the coming Messiah at the beginning of
Chapter 53.

Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
He was despised and rejected by men,
a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.
Like one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he took up our infirmities
and carried our sorrows,
yet we considered him stricken by God,
smitten by him, and afflicted.
Isaiah 53:1-4

What is the dominant impression of the Messiah this passage gives us?
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What does this passage suggest about God's nature and character? Write down five words
you might choose to describe him as his heart is revealed in this Isaiah passage.

From your knowledge of the Gospels select a situation in which Jesus seems to you to
have communicated the character of God as expressed in Isaiah 53. Be prepared to describe the
incident and share why you selected it as an expression of God’s character.

4 It's near the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Christ and the disciples are on their way to
Jerusalem, where Jesus knows he will be rejected and crucified. He has shared this with the
Twelve, but they seem incapable of understanding or offering support. As Jesus bears this burden

alone, the following incident takes place.

As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. Two blind
men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they

shouted, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!"
The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted all the louder,

"Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!"
Jesus stopped and called them. "What do you want me to do for you?" he asked.

"Lord," they answered, "we want our sight."
Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their

sight and followed him.
—Matthew 20:29-32

What insight does this event give us into Jesus as he is portrayed in Isaiah 53. What does it teach
us about abiding in Christ?
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Jesus' life on earth as previewed in Isaiah 53 and expressed in the Gospel records might
5 be summed up in this phrase: “It's not about me.” This, from One who is the Creator, the Giver
and Sustainer of life, the One to whom all praise and glory belong!

Describe a situation in which your actions communicated something of the character of God as
revealed in Isaiah 53.

6 Write a prayer expressing whatever you feel is appropriate at this moment.
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Preparation for Session 6
A Life of Abiding

SESSION GOAL

In this session your goal is to sum up what you have been learning
together, and to make a shared commitment to abide in Jesus
whatever the cost.

We are called to a lifestyle marked by abiding in Christ. We are called to know him, to love him, and to
live Christ’s life in the world. As we abide the Holy Spirit produces his fruit in our lives, and God reveals
himself through us.

1 Review each of the previous five sessions in this module and write down the single
most important thing you have taken from it.

Session 1
Session 2
Session 3
Session 4

Session 5
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The Apostle Paul sums up the significance of the incarnation in Philippians 2:4-11, with an
exhortation that we adopt Jesus attitude.

Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to death--
even death on a cross!

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

What was the path Jesus took and where did it lead him?
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3 Thoughtfully complete the following statements:

A. When I see Jesus taking the path laid out in Philippians 2, it makes me
feel:

B. When I see Jesus taking the path laid out in Philippians 2, it makes me

realize:

C. When I see Jesus taking the path laid out in Philippians 2, it makes me:
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4 Read the following response to this module.

“I realize it’s not the disciplines everyone talks about,
the Bible reading, the prayer, the confession of sins.
Yes, they’re important. But there’s something else at the
heart of abiding. It’s a focus on Jesus. It’s loving
Jesus. It’s a passion to know him better. As I come to
know Jesus better I know the Holy Spirit will transform
me. I won’t just try to act as Jesus acted. I’11 become
more like him, and his feelings and thoughts and
priorities will become mine. It really isn’t about me.
It’s about Jesus. And really, that’s what I want.”

Now write your own response to what you have experienced as you explored this Abiding
in Christ study with the others in your group.
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In Closing

Dear Fellow Worker in the Kingdom,

We count it a privilege to serve you in your growth toward abiding in Jesus. We trust this experience has
been valuable for you and through you, the people you influence. We also trust He has laid on your heart
the simplicity and purity of developing leaders who abide in Jesus.

Our heart is to continue to serve you through other resources available. But our greatest hope and
prayer is that you will intentionally "Pass It On” to others so that they also grow in abiding in Jesus.

May you continue to grow as a leader who abides in Jesus.

Dr. Stacy Rinehart for the MentorLink Institute

T s ETEF EF E

What is your vision for “passing it on"?

You are now a steward of the heart issues in LEADERS ABIDE IN JESUS. To whom will you pass this

on? We encourage you to form another Mentor Group and facilitate others through what you have just
finished.

“Passing it on” is not about mastering content, being an expert or a teacher. It is about being available
to guide others through the mentoring experience. Will you continue to pass it on?

For additional help in “passing it on,” go to
http://www.mentorlink.org/index.php/resources/passing-it-on/

What's next?

We encourage you to join another Mentor Group for another module. Other MentorLink modules are a
good place to start. You may also want to form your own Mentor Group.

Want to facilitate another module?

There are two options — bring together your own local group, or simply sign up to mentor a group.
We have a Mentor Orientation for new mentors. Go to the MentorLink website for links.
http://www.mentorlink.org/index.php/resources/global-mentoring-project/facilitate-a-group/

CONTACT INFORMATION:
@ MentorLink International
P.O.Box 80506 ¢ Raleigh, NC 27623 ¢ USA
Ph: +919-841-5806
e-mail: info@mentorlink.org ¢ web: www.mentorlink.org

MentorLink
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MentorLink Modules

NOTE: THERE ARE MENTOR PROCESS GUIDES AVAILABLE FOR EACH MODULE

LEAD LIKE JESUS

The model of leadership in the world is clear. But Jesus calls His followers to a different model of
leadership for the Kingdom. This module will assist you and your group in discovering this reality
and in beginning to apply its implications to your lives, leadership, and mentoring.

LEAD IN LIGHT OF ETERNITY

Jesus had much to say about how He will evaluate leaders who serve Him. He also had many harsh
words for false leaders. Jesus promises to reward those who serve Him faithfully. This module will

provide understanding regarding the leader’s personal advantage to having this eternal perspective.

BUILD HIS KINGDOM

Jesus came preaching the Kingdom. His Kingdom is the ultimate reality in this life and the life to
come. However, many build their own empires, thinking they are building the Kingdom, while their
very means and motives are actually are at odds with His Kingdom. This module will assist you and
your group in seeing the difference between building for the Kingdom and a leader building for his
own empire. This module also will assist you in mentoring others regarding this awareness.

BUILD GRACE ENVIRONMENTS

How we mentor and treat people flows from our understanding of what Christ has done and is
doing in us. This module will assist you and your group in a deeper understanding of the depth and
riches of the Gospel of grace and its applications in your leadership and mentoring.

COLLABORATE AS LEADERS

Jesus mentored those he chose and was with them. Paul was always with someone who co-labored
with him, mentoring him in the process. This module will assist you and your group in developing a
practice of leading and mentoring in the context of partnership and community.

LEADERS FOLLOW JESUS

This module is intended for Christians operating in church, para-church ministries, Christian
organizations, and the marketplace. Its intent is to help leaders evaluate the style of leadership
exercised in their organization and bring it into harmony with the New Testament pattern. In this
module, participants come to understand both the foundational concepts and the learning process
which underlies MentorLink training.

LLEADERS ABIDE IN JESUS

Some of the last words of Jesus to His Disciples were, “Abide in Me”. The Apostle John reflects the
importance of this, “whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he
walked.” This module opens the door for mentors and mentees to look at their own walk with
Jesus. It is from this “center” that we fellowship with the Son and with one another. Itis also from
this center that we bear fruit for His Kingdom.
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ADDITIONAL MENTORLINK RESOURCES

LEADER'S COVENANT

ﬂ A simple, yet profound description of true spiritual leadership in ten aspirational statements with
Scripture passages.

« 470N DAYS WITH JESUS
=AU | Journey with Jesus to draw closer to His heart and discover how He wants us to live, lead and
influence people. This video-based discipling tool uses The JESUS Film and thought-provoking
questions for reflection and discussion.

. PASSING IT ON

This seminar and manual are used for training groups in transformational mentoring. It will
transform how leaders develop leaders.

. MENTORLINK INSTITUTE

Learn to lead like Jesus and mentor others while participating in mentor groups. The MentorLink
Institute is a tested and proven strategy that works through a network of partners and mentors.

LEAD IN LIGHT OF ETERNITY

This book by Dr. Stacy Rinehart is about Jesus and leading in His kingdom. Lead in Light of
Eternity: The JESUS Model is for anyone who aspires to live and lead like Jesus in the workplace,
the church, the mission field, or the world.

. TRANSFORMATIONAL VALUES

Jesus' ways are to be our ways. The focus is on changing leaders from the inside-out and on the
leader’s character and heart. Five values shifts needed for leaders who want to move away from
leading in the way of the flesh to leading more like Jesus.

. BLOGS AND BOOKS

Check out blogs and books focused on the heart and development of servant leaders. Find
practical mentoring tips, personal stories and solid biblical advice.

All resources can be found at www.mentorlink.org/index.php/resources/
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